320   A DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE. [/Ex. 47-50,

Agriculture, on which every one here depends, is
almost entirely neglected by the Government. I
have-seen enough already in my wanderings to know
that there is an enormous field, not exactly for the
reform, but for the investigation of husbandry in
India.' * Every day/ runs a letter to another friend,
later in the year, ' the want of a Department for
agriculture and trade is more keenly felt, and I be-
lieve that the establishment of a separate Department
of the Government for this object would be one of
the most useful measures which could at present be
taken into consideration/ At the same time the Earl
of Mayo determined, in his own mind, the limits
within which such a Department could profitably act
One of the innumerable proposals of the improved
pump and steam plough order had been for the State
to commend an * ammoniac manure' to the Indian
husbandman. 'I do not know/ wrote Lord Mayo,
1 what is precisely meant by " ammoniac manure/' If
it means guano, superphosphate, or any artificial pro-
duct of that kind, we might as well ask the people of
India to manure their ground with champagne/ In
another of his Viceregal notes he puts the case thus :
1 In connection with agriculture we must be careful
of two things. First, we must not ostentatiously tell
native husbandmen to do things which they have
been doing for centuries. Second, we must not tell
them'to do things which they can't do, and have no
means of doing. In either case they will laugh at us,
and they will learn to disregard really useful advice
when it is given/